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This is the annotation guidelines for annotating the noun phrases present in an SMS corpus.

1 Noun Phrase Definition

Simply said, a noun phrase is a sequence of words referring to a single object or entity. For the purpose of
this annotation task, we need to annotate the outermost noun phrases found in the SMS corpus.

Being the outermost noun phrase means it is not part of any larger noun phrases. For example, in the text
I went to the Bank of China, the noun phrases are I and Bank of China, while in the text
It is some scavenger hunt thingy my fren thought up, the noun phrases are It and
the whole some scavenger hunt thingy my fren thought up since the phrase my fren
thought up is a dependent clause, explaining some scavenger hunt thingy.

Note that we do not tag China in the first example and my fren in the second example as a noun
phrases, since they are part of a larger noun phrase.

1.1 Identifying Noun Phrases

A good way to determine whether a phrase is a noun phrase is to do replacement test. In this test, try to
replace the phrase with a suitable pronoun (e.g., it, they). If the replaced phrases fit in the sentence, then
they are noun phrases.

For example:

1. a. This sentence contains two noun phrases.

b. It contains them.

2. a. The subject noun phrase that is present in this sentence is complex.

b. It is complex.

2 Examples

2.1 Consecutive Noun Phrases

Some noun phrases can be immediately next to another noun phrase. If those noun phrases are not part of a
single larger noun phrase, then tag those noun phrases as separate noun phrases. For example:
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2.2 Noun Modifiers

A noun phrase often includes the modifiers that comes before the head noun. This may include determin-
ers (a, an the), adjectives (big, lovable, user-friendly, following), possessives (my, his, her, John’s), and
quantifiers (some of, all, every, no, none of). Those modifiers are included in the noun phrase.

So the annotations should be done as follows:

And some quantifiers may appear by themselves. These, too, are noun phrases, for example the ”all” in
the following example:

2.3 Numbers

Numbers are usually noun phrases, even when they represent time, phone number, or date. These are
considered noun phrases.

In our SMS dataset, some longer numbers are converted into the token <#>, these are still considered
noun phrases.

For example:

2.4 Question Words

Some question words might appear as noun phrases, such as ”what” in the following example:

Be careful to include the whole noun phrase, such as in ”what time”, or ”which book”:

Note that ”where” and ”when” are generally not considered noun phrases, as they replace prepositional
phrases, such as ”at home” or ”on 9 December”. The words ”home” and ”9 December” themselves are noun
phrases, but not ”at home” and ”on 9 December”.

2.5 Location and Time

Continuing the previous section, note that locations and time references are generally noun phrases, like the
following examples:

2



2.6 Verbal Noun Phrase

There are some verb phrases that serve as noun phrases. For the purpose of this task, verb phrases are not
considered as noun phrases, unless the verb role in the phrase is adjectival.

So the ”removing the front panel” in the following example is not a noun phrase:

But the ”commanding” in the following example is part of a noun phrase:

2.7 General

In general, those phrases starting with determiners are very likely to be noun phrases, so look out for deter-
miners.

When in doubt, apply the replacement test mentioned in section 1.1 above.
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